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This PDF document contains the rubric used to score the honors entrance exam essay, 
a past writing prompt, and 5 baseline essays written from the prompt in order of 5-1 
scoring. 





Sunny Hills High School  
Honors Entrance Exam Essay 

 
Student Name​________________________________________ 
Jr. High School Name​__________________________________ 
 
Directions:​ Read the following selection carefully and then write a well-organized multi 
paragraph response to the writing task given below.  Be thorough in your response, use 
specifics from the passage to support your ideas, and do not merely give a summary of 
the passage.  Write neatly and clearly, use standard academic English, and use both front 
and back sides of the paper when writing your response.  ​All essays must be written in 
blue or black ink.  Essays not written in ink will not be scored.  ​Essays will be scored 
according to the rubric that is attached.  Do your best. Good luck! 
 
Writing Situation:​ ​The following passage begins the novel ​Life of Pi​ by Yann Martel. 
The narrator, Pi, has recently survived a ship wreck that has killed his whole family. In 
the following passage Pi states that he turns to academics and religion in order to come 
“back to life.”  
  
Writing Prompt:​.  Discuss how Martel characterizes the narrator, Pi, through the story 
of Pi’s study of the three-toed sloth. What is Martel’s purpose of using this story to 
introduce the reader to Pi?  
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